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Early in 1597 he assured Cardinal d'Ossat, the
French ambassador, that his master was not bound
to keep faith with heretics, nor indeed, as a sover-
eign, to observe any engagements injurious to the
interests of his country: " Salus reipublicae summa
lex." To these Machiavellian suggestions Henry
IV. replied in a vein of impassioned honour: " I have
pledged my faith to the Queen of England and the
United Provinces to join my forces with theirs to
resist the arms of the King of Spain. How could I
then treat with him to their hurt, or even fail in a
single one of those points I have promised to them,
without betraying my duty, my honour and rny own
interests ? No pretext, I think, could be sufficient
to excuse such baseness and perfidy ; and if it could,
sooner than avail myself of it I would lose my life.
I have always found it better to trust in God than
in the strength and works of men. Since His divine
justice is infallible, I can never believe that He would
favour an act of treachery so glaring as I should
commit, if I were to desert my friends and allies for
my own profit." Perhaps when the King sent this
despatch, he protested over-much, perhaps he now
argued, not without show of reason, that he had no
intention of betraying his allies and turning his arms
against them, and only contemplated opening ne-
gotiations and concluding a peace in which they
might, if they pleased, be included.

No doubt he violated the express stipulations of
the treaty concluded two years before, by which the
contracting parties bound themselves to enter into
no separate dealings or treaty with Spain, yet the